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In January of this year, | challenged you to return to the basics of Christianity. Our
lifestyles will probably never be simple again, life is complicated but our walk with
God through Jesus Christ must be built on the basic tendants of Christianity that are
found in the Word of God. In January, | gave you 7 basics. They are as follows:

1. Prayer: sometimes it is difficult, sometimes it is joyful. Prayer is work, worship,
and warfare. There are certain things that are in God’s plan for your life that
will never come to pass unless you pray. We cannot afford the price it costs us
when we cease to pray.

a. 1Samuel 12:23

2. The Word: It is a light, lamp, hammer, the power of God unto salvation, God’s
voice to us, etc. Prayer and the Word go together. Prayer without the Word
makes you zealous without knowledge. The Word with Prayer makes you
legalistic and judgmental. The letter of the law kills, the Spirit quickens. They
complement each other.

a. Acts 6:4
b. John 15:7
c. Ephesians 6:17-18

3. Obey God: Obedience is better than sacrifice
a. 1Samuel 15:22

4. Walk in Faith: Without faith, it is impossible to please Him (Heb 11:6), there is
no substitute for faith. You are given a measure of faith at salvation. If we have
these four, what else can we need? Faith is supreme.

5. Walk in Love: the most powerful force in heaven and on earth. (God so loved)
The Jews didn’t kill him. I’'m not positive sin killed Him. Oh yes, He died for our



sin and He became sin, but love caused Him to lay down His life and Love will
bring Him back again. Love is the agent that should control your life. What if I'm
controlled by spiritual gifts? That’s interesting.

a. 1 Corinthians 13:1-3

b. Matthew 5:43-48

c. John 13:34-35

d. John 14:24

e. John 15:17

. Work of the Ministry: The prerequisites above prepare you for service. If you

have love, you will be involved.

Fellowship with Believers: One body, many members - to edify, support, lift up
one another. You either create the problem or solve the problem.

We answered some of the questions

What does it benefit us to go through life and sacrifice carnal pleasures and fleshly

desires?

Life is full of carnal pleasures and fleshly desires at times are very attractive.

We found out...

In Hebrews 11:23-27 that it is better to sacrifice the pleasures of sin and enjoy
the riches of Christ forever

In Romans 8:18 that the sufferings of this time are just for a season

In 2 Corinthians 4:18 that we are not to focus on the things that are seen, but
those that are unseen

In 1 Corinthians 15:19 that our hope is not in this life only

We discovered 3 benefits to putting God first in a world that puts Him last

Romans 5:1 We have peace with God through Jesus Christ

Philippians 4:7 Not only do we have peace with God, but we have the peace of
God that passes all understanding and sets a guard on our hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus



e Luke 10:19 We have authority over our enemies and nothing, by any means,

shall hurt you. Not just power, but authority.

Authority = Exousia

Power=Dunamis

e 2 Corinthians 10:4 The weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty
through God

As we are discussing obedience, we have come to the question: “What are the

benefits to putting God first in a world that puts Him last?” We have chosen to

study 5 temporal benefits to putting God first in a world that puts him last.

Five benefits for putting God first in a world that puts him last

1. When God’s judgment falls, His mercy will be revealed to you

1 Kings 16:32-33
Exodus 20:1-5
Philippians 2:9-11
Hebrews 13:8
Ephesians 4:5
Revelation 4:11
Hebrews 10:38

2. God is your source, not only your supply

1 Kings 17:1-6

3. God provides in unusual ways

1 Kings 17:9-16

4. God can take little and give much (He can take what you have and
multiply it)

2 Kings 4:6

5. God still works the miraculous

Genesis 18:14

Ephesians 3:20



Revelation 2:7, 11, 17, 26
Revelation 3:5, 12, 21

The benefits of Putting God first in a world that puts Him last.

. When God’s judgment falls His mercy will be revealed to you.

We met a person, Ahab, the king of Israel who found out the hard way. He
refused to put God first.

1 Kings 16:32-33 (NKJV) 3 Then he set up an altar for Baal in the temple of
Baal, which he had built in Samaria. ** And Ahab made a wooden image. Ahab
did more to provoke the Lord God of Israel to anger than all the kings of
Israel who were before him.

Notice the last part — He did more to provoke the Lord God of Israel to anger
than all the Kings before him.

Exodus 20:1-5 (NKJV) * And God spoke all these words, saying: 2"l am the
Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house
of bondage. 3 You shall have no other gods before Me. *"You shall not make
for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the
earth; 5you shall not bow down to them nor serve them. For |, the Lord your
God, am a jealous God,

What'’s the big deal about having other Gods?

Philippians 2:9-11 (NKJV) ° Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and
given Him the name which is above every name, '° that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of
those under the earth, ' and that every tongue should confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.



We discovered that God must be first. He does not play 2" fiddle in any orchestra. He
is the conductor or he is not there. God is not the custodian of the church, youth
director, assistant pastor or senior pastor, he is God or He is out of here.

The church cannot reduce God. The church must exalt Him.
Ahab tried to create a God to suit his needs.

1. A God of convenience, not a God of commitment.

His gods did not challenge or change his life.

Does your god change you, does your god challenge you?

Today, let’s conclude “when God’s judgment falls, His mercy will be revealed to you”

Il. God is your source not only your supply
1 Kings 17:1-16

This is our first introduction to the prophet of fire — his name is Elijah. The
Hebrew means “The Lord is my God.” He is chosen and anointed by God to stand
against the false prophets of that day. He appears on the scene as a self-
proclaimed prophet — prophesying the judgment of God upon the nation of Israel.
Listen to his words in

1 Kings 17:1 (NKJV) And Elijah the Tishbite, of the inhabitants of Gilead, said
to Ahab, "As the Lord God of Israel lives, before whom | stand, there shall not be
dew nor rain these years, except at my word."

Here he does not say “God’s word,” but he says “my word,” but it is
understood that he is speaking under inspiration of God.



The word: word is used 733 times in the NKJV

Proverbs 18:21 (NKJV) Death and life are in the power of the tongue, And
those who love it will eat its fruit.

James 1:19 (NKJV) So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to
hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath;

James 1:25 (NKJV) But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and
continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be
blessed in what he does.

James 1:26 (NKJV) If anyone among you thinks he is religious, and does not
bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this one's religion is useless.

James 3:6; 8 (NKJV) ® And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity. The tongue
is so set among our members that it defiles the whole body, and sets on fire the
course of nature; and it is set on fire by hell. 2But no man can tame the tongue. It is
an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.

How many relationships have been destroyed, Careers ruined, children
devastated because of an uncontrolled tongue?

Matthew 12:36 (NKJV) But | say to you that for every idle word men may
speak, they will give account of it in the day of judgment.



The word mouth: is used 424 times in the KJV.

Everything God did and does comes from His mouth. He spoke everything
into creation. From the creation of the earth to your future

We find in:
Genesis 1:3, 6, 9, 11, 14, 20, 24, 26, 29 (22 & 28)
Genesis 1:3 (NKJV) Then God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light.

Numbers 23:12 (NKJV) So he answered and said, "Must | not take heed to
speak what the Lord has put in my mouth?" (Balaam)

Numbers 23:16 (NKJV) Then the Lord met Balaam, and put a word in his
mouth, and said, "Go back to Balak, and thus you shall speak."

Deuteronomy 8:3-4 (NKJV) *>So He humbled you, allowed you to hunger, and
fed you with manna which you did not know nor did your fathers know, that He
might make you know that man shall not live by bread alone; but man lives by
every word that proceeds from the mouth of the Lord. * Your garments did not
wear out on you, nor did your foot swell these forty years.

Matthew 4:4 (NKJV) But He answered and said, "It is written, ‘Man shall not
live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God." "

Deuteronomy 23:23 (NKJV) That which has gone from your lips you shall
keep and perform, for you voluntarily vowed to the Lord your God what you have
promised with your mouth.

Ecclesiastes 5:5 (NKJV) Better not to vow than to vow and not pay.



You are in a covenant

Joshua 1:8-9 (NKJV) ® This Book of the Law shall not depart from your
mouth, but you shall meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do
according to all that is written in it. For then you will make your way prosperous,
and then you will have good success. > Have | not commanded you? Be strong and
of good courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, for the Lord your God is with
you wherever you go."

Psalms 19:14 (NKJV) Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my
heart Be acceptable in Your sight, O Lord, my strength and my Redeemer.

Deuteronomy 30:14 (NKJV) But the word is very near you, in your mouth
and in your heart, that you may do it.

Romans 10:8-11 (NKJV)  But what does it say? "The word is near you, in
your mouth and in your heart" (that is, the word of faith which we preach): ° that if
you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. % Eor with the heart one believes
unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. YEor
the Scripture says, "Whoever believes on Him will not be put to shame."

Psalms 107:20 (NKJV) He sent His word and healed them, And delivered
them from their destructions.

Isaiah 55:11 (NKJV) So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; It
shall not return to Me void, But it shall accomplish what | please, And it shall
prosper in the thing for which I sent it.

James 3:10-11 (NKJV) *° Out of the same mouth proceed blessing and
cursing. My brethren, these things ought not to be so. ' Does a spring send forth
fresh water and bitter from the same opening?

Revelation 3:16 (NKJV) So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold
nor hot, | will vomit you out of My mouth.



Revelation 13:5-7 (NKJV) ® And he was given a mouth speaking great things
and blasphemies, and he was given authority to continue for forty-two months. °
Then he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God (Mark 3:28-29), to blaspheme
His name, His tabernacle, and those who dwell in heaven. ” It was granted to him
to make war with the saints and to overcome them. And authority was given him
over every tribe, tongue, and nation.

Revelation 16:13-14 (NKJV) > And | saw three unclean spirits like frogs
coming out of the mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast, and out of
the mouth of the false prophet. '* For they are spirits of demons, performing signs,
which go out to the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to
the battle of that great day of God Almighty.

Revelation 19:15-16 (NKJV) > Now out of His mouth goes a sharp sword,
that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself will rule them with a rod
of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty
God. ® And He has on His robe and on His thigh a name written: KING OF KINGS
AND LORD OF LORDS.

Revelation 19:21 (NKJV) And the rest were killed with the sword which
proceeded from the mouth of Him who sat on the horse

Trinity

Hosea 4:6 (NKJV) My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because
you have rejected knowledge, | also will reject you from being priest for Me;
Because you have forgotten the law of your God, | also will forget your children.

Every day families, individual’s, corporations and countries are destroyed
because they do not have knowledge of Gods word.
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The drought was not only a divine judgment on a nation that had turned to
idolatry,

1. It was also judgment that could affect Elijah
2. It was also a demonstration that even though Baal was considered the
god of fertility and lord of the rain clouds, he was powerless to give rain.

Now we see divine direction from God:

1 Kings 17:2-4 (NKJV) 2 Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, * "Get
away from here and turn eastward, and hide by the Brook Cherith, which flows
into the Jordan. * And it will be that you shall drink from the brook, and | have
commanded the ravens to feed you there."

Obeying God is not difficult when you know the results; Elijah knew that
God would provide for him during this time of judgment. This verse
demonstrates that the Word of God was not dependent on the

people, but the people were dependent upon the Word of God. The

Word of God will be fulfilled through you or someone else, but be assured — it will
be fulfilled.

1 Kings 17:5-6 (NKJV) ® So he went and did according to the word of the
Lord, for he went and stayed by the Brook Cherith, which flows into the Jordan. °

The ravens brought him bread and meat in the morning, and bread and meat in the
evening; and he drank from the brook.

We see simple obedience from Elijah and the Word of God being fulfilled.
The order is obedience first, the Word of God fulfilled second. At times, we reverse
that. We ask God to fulfill His Word before for a sign then we are obedient.

When a person begins to serve the Lord, they obey God because they are
afraid not to obey Him. The Bible says Proverbs 1:7 (NKJV) (The fear of the Lord is
the beginning of knowledge, But fools despise wisdom and instruction.) We were
in awe (amazement wonder) of God and we knew that our obedience would bring
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the fulfillment of God’s Word. Today the fear is different. Today the fear is if we do
obey, it will not come to pass.

lllustration: When Peter was called to walk on the water, there was never a
doubt in his mind whether he could do it — it was a done deal. Many of you have
had that experience in your life, but somewhere later in life, we begin to doubt
that God’s Word will come to pass and we want him to perform it before we step
out in faith.

lllustration: When my wife and | were called to come to Knoxville 30 years
ago, | had a holy fear of God, an awe of God - afraid not to obey, | knew it would
come to pass — | knew he would provide. Today, if | received the same call, a fear
of stepping out may be that he would not provide. The fear of the Lord is the
beginning of knowledge.

Proverbs 1:7 (NKJV) The fear (AWE REVERANCE) of the Lord is the beginning
of knowledge, But fools despise wisdom and instruction.

Where are you in this season of life?

1. Do you obey and then see God fulfill His word?
2. Do you wait to see God fulfill His word and then obey?

1 Kings 17:7 (NKJV) And it happened after a while that the brook dried up, because
there had been no rain in the land.

“After a while” = 2 and % years later... can you imagine waiting 2 and % years for God
to speak while eating birds and bread? That would be like eating at Chick-fil-a every
dayJ .

The brook dried up because there had been no rain in the land: SIMPLY STATED
e Situations in life change, brooks dry up, God does not.
What is your response when your brook dries up? How do you deal with it?

e When you lose your employment
e Go through a divorce
e Someone dies

How do you deal with that?
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1. You can speak to the brook (prayer)
2. You can get angry, feel forsaken
3. You can wait on God

1 Kings 17:8 (NKJV) Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying,

The timing of God is perfect. It is very difficult to wait on God when your brook dries
up.

Do not move - there are times that you should not move without divine direction.

1 Kings 17:9 (NKJV) "Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and dwell there.
See, | have commanded a widow there to provide for you."

This is the most unlikely source:

1. Sheis a widow
2. Sheis a widow in a famine
3. Sheis a widow with a child in a famine

Remember — God has commanded the widow to supply Elijah with food in verse 9 —
this is not a surprise to her, God has prepared her. God prepares us to help others.

1 Kings 17:10 (NKJV) So he arose and went to Zarephath. And when he came to the
gate of the city, indeed a widow was there gathering sticks. And he called to her and
said, "Please bring me a little water in a cup, that | may drink."

He will test her obedience with asking for a drink and then it comes full circle and he
asks for a piece of bread. Even though she was forewarned by God, the second
request strained her faith and tested her obedience. Watch her response in verse 12:

1 Kings 17:12 (NKJV) So she said, "As the Lord your God lives, | do not have bread, only
a handful of flour in a bin, and a little oil in a jar; and see, | am gathering a couple of
sticks that | may go in and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and
die."

She now faces a major decision in her life — as many of us do each Sunday when it is
time for the tithe and the offering. As many of us do in various relationships,
occupations, social and political pressure. We live under it.
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How does God respond to major crisis in our life? 3 of the greatest words you will ever
read are in verse 13 — Don’t be afraid! If you can let that resonate in your spirit — make
that a part of your spiritual DNA before you do anything, it can change your life. Don’t
be afraid. For several months during my private prayer time, those words have
continuously been spoken into my spirit through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Watch the instruction that she receives after being warned and encouraged to push
fear out of her life. Your plans will be fulfilled — you and your son will eat, but watch
these words: BUT FIRST (This is putting God first in a word that puts Him last)

1 Kings 17:13 (NKJV) And Elijah said to her, "Do not fear; go and do as you have said,
but make me a small cake from it first, and bring it to me; and afterward make some
for yourself and your son.

Do you see the order? God first, you and your family second. Her only hope for
survival is a miracle from God. Her only hope for the miracle is to put God first in a
world that puts Him last. Why? Look at verse 14

1 Kings 17:14 (NKJV) For thus says the Lord God of Israel: 'The bin of flour shall not be
used up, nor shall the jar of oil run dry, until the day the Lord sends rain on the earth.

You are going to make it. God is faithful! Before verse 14 can be fulfilled, verse 13
must be obeyed. Look at verse 15:

1 Kings 17:15 (NKJV) So she went away and did according to the word of Elijah; and
she and he and her household ate for many days.

Most scholars believe that this was for one full year. Keep in mind — she is not an
Israelite. What is the key to this? The last 12 words of verse 16:

1 Kings 17:16 (NKJV) The bin of flour was not used up, nor did the jar of oil run dry,
according to the word of the Lord which He spoke by Elijah.

Have you learned to speak the Word of the Lord?

Imperative
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Daniel 6: 1-28

1. Daniel had been in captivity for 67 years. His call came in a time of trouble.
2. Babylonia ruled from 626 BC to 539 BC - IRAQ

Medo / Persia Empire from 539 BC to 330 BC - IRAN
3. Cyrus was acting in the name and authority of his uncle Darius.
4. Daniel was written in two different languages.

a. Chapter 1-2:3 written in Hebrew
b. Daniel 2:3-7:28 written in Aramaic (common language)
c. Daniel 8-12 written in Hebrew
d. Daniel 7 and 8 precede chapter 5 — they are not in chronological order
Daniel 6:3

Now Daniel so distinguished himself among the administrators and the satraps

by his exceptional qualities that the king planned to set him over the whole

1AY3IR2YDE
e Exceptional qualities (NIV) = Excellent Spirit (KJV

Daniel 6:4

G!' 0 GKAaX GKS FTRYAYAAUNI 02NAR |yR (KS
against Daniel in his conduct of government affairs, but they were unable to do
so. They could find no corruption in him, because he was trustwanthyeither
O2 NNHzLJG y2NJ ySIt AIASYy (e

When you have favor with God, the world will be jealous of you.

Three things needed for success:

e Trustworthy: believable, fair, and unerring
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e Not _corrupt: changed from a sound condition to an unsound one; spoiled;
contaminated; rotten

e Not negligent: habitually failing to do the required thing; neglectful

Daniel 6:6-7
a. They lied — Daniel was one of them and did not agree to this — they left
that out.
Daniel 6:9-10
e There was no change in Daniel’s schedule, no adjustment in his lifestyle.
e Being politically correct was not a high priority to Daniel
Daniel 6:11
e |Isthere atime and place for you, regardless of all circumstances. Some of
us can be found eating, resting, fishing, playing golf, working in the yard,
or at a UT Football game at a certain time. BUT —is there a time in your
day that you would be found praying?
Daniel 6:13
e Daniel was not rebellious, he was obedient.
Look at the King’s response:
Daniel 6:14
e Look at the King’s attitude — He was greatly distressed
Daniel 6:16
e Though the king did not know God, he knew that Daniel did. He knew that
Daniel served Him continuously.
Daniel 6:17
e Only the King’s authority could break this seal
Daniel 6:18

e A pagan king fasts and spends a sleepless night because of a Godly man
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Daniel 6:19-20
e Heis crying with a loud voice
e He did not claim relationship with God, but he knew about God because of
his relationship to Daniel.
Daniel 6:21
e Look at Daniel’s attitude. The King was going to take his life, now Daniel
blesses the King with life
Daniel 6:22-23
e “They have not hurt me” Why??
3 reasons
1. “Iwasinnocent in God’s sight.” - He did not stop praying because of the
edict.
2. “Nor have | done anything wrong before you, O King.” - It was not wrong
to disobey and pray.
3. “Because he had trusted in his God” — Faith
a. Thisis not only mercy and grace that Daniel was protected, but this
was obedience and faith.
b. The first 2 points have very little to do with mercy and grace. The

third is a release of his faith
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God Will Guard Your Promise in Dark Times

Many people today feel overwhelmed by negative circumstances. But you
can be sure the Lord has an amazing plan to carry you through.

Long ago God promised He would send the Messiah through the lineage of
King David. Yet there was a time in Judahos
almost snuffed out.

It happened during the oppressive reign of Queen Athaliah, a selfish woman
who was so power -hungry that she killed her own grandchildren in an
attempt to secure her position. The Bible says in 2 Kings 11:1 -3:

h

AinWhen Athaliah the mot her osobn washdead, she foses aw t hat

and destroyed all the royal offspring. But Jehosheba, the daughter of King
Joram, sister of Ahaziah, took Joash the son of Ahaziah and stole him from
among the kingés sons who were being put to
nurse in the bedroom. So they hid from Athaliah, and he was not put to

death. So he was hidden with her in the house of the Lord six years, while

At hali ah was reigning in the | and (NASB).

o


http://www.faithnews.cc/2010/05/12/god-will-guard-your-promise-in-dark-times/
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There was more going on in this story than mere human conspiracy or

palaceint ri gue. Satanic powers were at work to d:¢
offspring 8 and Athaliah was the agent used to carry out infanticide. Yet at
the same time God inspired a selfless woman, Jehosheba 0 the wife of the

high priest Jehoida & to counter this attack by h iding baby Joash.

The story has a violent but positive ending.
ended with her execution, her Baal idols were destroyed and Joash was
placed on his rightful throne. He carried on the lineage of David that

continued until the time of Christ. Goddés promised seed wa
holy remnant was preserved and the young king later led a campaign to

renovate the temple, which had fallen into di
regime.

Six years is a long time to hide a baby from a brutal t yrant. Obviously

Jehosheba did not rely on her own cleverness to conceal the child. God

helped her to outwit the enemy. A model of a true intercessor, Jehosheba

was vigilant, discerning, brave and fiercely
established.

| meet m any Christians today who feel that their spiritual goals and

prophetic promises are in serious jeopardy. Some people are experiencing

intense financial stress because of the economic recession; some who are in

ministry feel as i f ahunleashed dnehkilclbusche.ury has be
Others simply feel physically and spiritually exhausted by discouraging

trends in our country.

We are certainly in a spiritual quagmire. 10v
lifetime when national and world events were this unse ttling.

Yet | find a lot of comfort in this story of a baby king who survived a palace
conspiracy. It shows me that God 0 who knew Athaliah would terrorize
Jerusalem for six years & was well able to protect the promised seed and put
him in authority when the e vil threat had been moved out of the way. It also
shows me that God is certainly able to carry a faithful remnant of people
through a dark national crisis.
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Do you feel as though your promise is under attack? Does it seem that
Athaliah is ready to wipe out your spiritual inheritance? Has she discouraged
you to the point that you are tempted to give up and let her win?

| encourage you to rise up in faith like Jehosheba and put your trust in the

God who knows the final outcome of the story. What He has promise d He

can preserve. You can bravely take hold of your promise like the apostle

Paul, who wrote: AFor | know whom | have bel.
He is able to guard what | have entrusted to
1:12).

As an act of faith, you might want to write down what the Lord has promised

you and hide the piece of paper in your Bible. The enemy will not find it

there, no matter how |l ong this challenging se
by delay. God knows the beginning from the end. Entrust your promise to

the faithful One who will bring it to pass in His perfect timing.

J. Lee Grady
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