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1. Pray  

2. Study the Bible  

3. Obey God  

4. Walk in faith  

5. Walk in love  

6. Be involved in the work of the kingdom of God 

7. Fellowship with believers 

Robert Ardray put it this way, “Every human being has three deep needs – the need for 

identity, the need for security, and the need for stimulation.” Now these three deep inner 

needs oftentimes conflict with each other. If I were to submit a test to you and say, “What is 

your deepest need – stimulation, security, or identity?” Most people would opt for security. 

In other words, they want to be sure they are secure, physically and emotionally, in their 

interpersonal relations, in their jobs, and in their finances. Security is the number one thing 

they’re after.  

But here’s the problem: The road that’s marked “Security” is a cul-de-sac that ends with one 

big sign that says, “Boredom.” If you achieve ultimate security, you will achieve ultimate 

boredom. The only way to escape from boredom is to expose yourself to the stimulation of 

some risk, some adventure, or some mountain.  

I’ve discovered in my life that possibility thinking turns me on with energy. Why? Because it 

helps me to escape from the road of security and commits me to the road of stimulation! 

Every human being has 3 basic needs: 

1. The need for identity 

2. The need for security 

3. The need for stimulation 

 
Obey God 
 
What are the benefits of putting God first in a world that puts Him last? 
 

What does it benefit us to go through life and sacrifice carnal pleasures and fleshly 

desires? 
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Life is full of carnal pleasures and fleshly desires.  

Hebrews 11:23-27 (NKJV) 23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden three 

months by his parents, because they saw he was a beautiful child; and they were not 

afraid of the king's command. 24 By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to be 

called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, 25 choosing rather to suffer affliction with the 

people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, 26 esteeming the reproach of 

Christ greater riches than the treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the reward. 27 By 

faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured as seeing Him 

who is invisible.  

We as Christians are aware of eternal life and some of what Heaven has to offer. 

If there was no earthly reimbursements Heaven would be the only incentivize we 

would need to serve God: because Heaven is our eternal destiny and final reward. 

1 Corinthians 15:19 (NKJV) If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men 

the most pitiable. 

Heaven is the ultimate reward. 

I have good news for you.  There are some temporal benefits in putting God first in a 

world that puts Him last. 

Romans 5:1 (NKJV) Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

Philippians 4:7 (NKJV) and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will 

guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 

Luke 10:19 (NKJV) Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and 

scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt 

you. 

Five benefits for putting God first in a world that puts him last: 
 

1. When God’s judgment falls, His mercy will be revealed to you 

¶ 1 Kings 16:32-33 

¶ Exodus 20:1-5 

¶ Philippians 2:9-11 

¶ Hebrews 13:8 
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¶ Ephesians 4:5 

¶ Revelation 4:11 

¶ Hebrews 10:38 
 

2. God is your source, not only your supply 

¶ 1 Kings 17:1-6 
 

3. God provides in unusual ways 

¶ 1 Kings 17:9-16 
 

4. God can take little and give much (He can take what you have and multiply it) 

¶ 2 Kings 4:6 
 

5. God still works the miraculous 

¶ Genesis 18:14 

¶ Ephesians 3:20 
 
Revelation 2:7, 11, 17, 26 
Revelation 3:5, 12, 21 
 
 


