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1. Prayer: sometimes it is difficult, sometimes it is joyful. Prayer is work, worship,
and warfare. There are certain things that are in God’s plan for your life that
will never come to pass unless you pray. We cannot afford the price it costs us
when we cease to pray.

a. 1Samuel 12:23

2. The Word: It is a light, lamp, hammer, the power of God unto salvation, God’s
voice to us, etc. Prayer and the Word go together. Prayer without the Word
makes you zealous without knowledge. The Word with Prayer makes you
legalistic and judgmental. The letter of the law kills, the Spirit quickens. They
complement each other.

a. Acts 6:4
b. John 15:7
c. Ephesians 6:17-18

3. Obey God: Obedience is better than sacrifice
a. 1Samuel 15:22

4. Walk in Faith: Without faith, it is impossible to please Him (Heb 11:6), there is
no substitute for faith. You are given a measure of faith at salvation. If we have
these four, what else can we need? Faith is supreme.

5. Walk in Love: the most powerful force in heaven and on earth. (God so loved)
The Jews didn’t kill him. I’'m not positive sin killed Him. Oh yes, He died for our
sin and He became sin, but love caused Him to lay down His life and Love will
bring Him back again. Love is the agent that should control your life. What if I'm
controlled by spiritual gifts? That’s interesting.

a. 1 Corinthians 13:1-3
b. Matthew 5:43-48



c. John 13:34-35
d. John 14:24
e. John 15:17

. Work of the Ministry: The prerequisites above prepare you for service. If you
have love, you will be involved.

. Fellowship with Believers: One body, many members — to edify, support, lift up
one another. You either create the problem or solve the problem.

. Pray
. Study the Bible

. Obey God

. Walk in faith

. Walk in love

. Beinvolved in the work of the kingdom of God

. Fellowship with believers

That brings me to this question:

What are the benefits of putting God first in world that puts Him last?

What does it benefit us to go through life and sacrifice carnal pleasures and fleshly

desires?

Life is full of carnal pleasures and fleshly desires.

We found out...

In Hebrews 11:23-27 that it is better to sacrifice the pleasures of sin and enjoy
the riches of Christ forever
In Romans 8:18 that the sufferings of this time are just for a season



e In 2 Corinthians 4:18 that we are not to focus on the things that are seen, but
those that are unseen
e In 1 Corinthians 15:19 that our hope is not in this life only

We discovered 3 benefits to putting God first in a world that puts Him last

e Romans 5:1 We have peace with God through Jesus Christ

e Philippians 4:7 Not only do we have peace with God, but we have the peace of
God that passes all understanding and sets a guard on our hearts and minds
through Christ Jesus

e Luke 10:19 We have authority over our enemies and nothing, by any means,
shall hurt you. Not just power, but authority.

Authority = Exousia
Power=Dunamis

e 2 Corinthians 10:4 The weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty
through God

Five benefits for putting God first in a world that puts him last

1. When God’s judgment falls, His mercy will be revealed to you
e 1Kings 16:32-33

Exodus 20:1-5

Philippians 2:9-11

Hebrews 13:8

Ephesians 4:5

Revelation 4:11

Hebrews 10:38

2. God is your source, not only your supply
e 1Kings17:1-6

3. God provides in unusual ways
e 1Kings17:9-16

4. God can take little and give much (He can take what you have and
multiply it)
e 2Kings4:6



5. God still works the miraculous
e Genesis 18:14
e Ephesians 3:20

Revelation 2:7, 11, 17, 26
Revelation 3:5, 12, 21

The benefits of Putting God first in a world that puts Him last.

I When God’s judgment falls His mercy will be revealed to you.

Permit me to introduce you to a man who found out the hard way. He refused
to put God first, His name is Ahab; he is the King of Israel.

1 Kings 16:32-33 (NKJV) 3 Then he set up an altar for Baal in the temple of
Baal, which he had built in Samaria. ** And Ahab made a wooden image. Ahab
did more to provoke the Lord God of Israel to anger than all the kings of
Israel who were before him.

Notice the last part — He did more to provoke the Lord God of Israel to anger
than all the Kings before him.

In verse 25, Ahabs”s father, Omri sinned more than those who came before
him.

Ahab sinned more than his father. Evil became progressively worse. Nearly
a third of the narrative material in first and second Kings concerns the thirty-
four year period of the reign of Ahab and his two sons, Ahaziah and Joram.

What is God’s response to Ahab?
Long before Ahab lived, God responded to sin. Revelation 13:8
When you sin, God has a response John 1:29, 1 John 1:7, 9

Exodus 20:1-5 (NKJV) ' And God spoke all these words, saying: 2"l am the
Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house



of bondage. * You shall have no other gods before Me. * "You shall not make
for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in heaven
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the
earth; 5you shall not bow down to them nor serve them. For |, the Lord your
God, am a jealous God,

What'’s the big deal about having other Gods?

Philippians 2:9-11 (NKJV) ° Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and
given Him the name which is above every name, Ythat at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of
those under the earth, ! and that every tongue should confess that Jesus
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

The gods that people worship are found in one of these three places.
1. Heavens — Astrology and beyond

2. Earth — Materialism or tangible objects

3. Under the earth — Direct demon worship

a. Ephesians 6:12 (NKJV) For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood,
but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the
darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the
heavenly places.

b. 1John 2:15 (NKJV) Do not love the world or the things in the world. If
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

c. Jude 1:6 (NKJV) And the angels who did not keep their proper
domain, but left their own abode, He has reserved in everlasting
chains under darkness for the judgment of the great day;

Domain: Estate
Do we keep our proper domain?
God sets the boundaries, Satan left his.

Isaiah 14:12



d. 2 Peter 2:4 (NKJV) For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but
cast them down to hell and delivered them into chains of darkness, to
be reserved for judgment;

The day is coming when there will be a new Heaven and a new earth and in that day
every knee shall bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.

In Exodus 20 God said, “l am a jealous God.”
God does not change. He is immutable.
Psalms 102:27 (NKJV) But You are the same, And Your years will have no end.

Malachi 3:6 (NKJV) "For | am the Lord, | do not change; Therefore you are not
consumed, O sons of Jacob.

Hebrews 1:12 (NKJV) Like a cloak You will fold them up, And they will be changed. But
You are the same, And Your years will not fail."

Hebrews 13:8 (NKJV) Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.

James 1:17 (NKJV) Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes
down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning.

Do you get it? God is a jealous God and he does not change

God must be first. He does not play 2" fiddle in any orchestra. He is the conductor or
he is not there. God is not the custodian of the church, youth director, assistant
pastor or senior pastor, he is God or He is out of here.

The church cannot reduce God. The church must exalt Him.
Ahab tried to create a God to suit his needs.
1. A God of convenience, not a God of commitment.
Gods like Zues = son, rain, fertility
His gods did not challenge or change his life.
Does your god change you, does your god challenge you?

You say, “That’s ridiculous. But today we have a liberal Jesus, a conservative



Jesus, a merciful Jesus, a judgmental Jesus

A healing Jesus, a non healing Jesus,

A miracle working Jesus, a impotent Jesus,

A Jesus that gave spiritual gifts, a Jesus that caused the gifts to cease.
You can find any type Jesus today.

Ephesians 4:5 (NKJV) one Lord, one faith, one baptism;

1. One Lord — not Mohammed, who lived from 570 Ad to 632 AD — not Buddha, not
Joseph Smith who is dead; The word Lord is talking about the way of salvation.

John 14:6 (NKJV) Jesus said to him, "l am the way, the truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through Me.

2. One Faith — Faith in his conception, birth, life, death, resurrection, ascension, and
his glorious return.

Romans 10:9-10 (NKJV) ° that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and
believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.
1% Eor with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth
confession is made unto salvation.

3. Baptism —Is it water baptism, is Holy Ghost baptism? No — keep in mind this
verse is talking about salvation.

Romans 6:3 (NKJV) Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized
into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?
Baptized into the body of Christ.

You may think | am too narrow in my thinking, but broad is the gate and wide is
the way that leads to destruction.

Missionary David Livingston invited a young missionary to join him. The young
missionary was having difficulty finding him and sent a letter asking “is there an easy



way to get there?” Livingston responded, “If you are looking for an easy way, don’t
come.”

We look for convenience, God looks for commitment.

Ahab wanted a tailor made religion. (Dawn — Simplistic, Butterick, Vogue)

If it fits too tight let it out. If it’s too lost take it up.
We don’t want anyone or anything to control out lives.

When it comes to others, we tighten God’s word up on them by being judgmental.

Hear me and hear me good — God’s word will never be altered. Heaven and earth will
pass away but his word will abide forever.

If it’s too tight on you, go on a spiritual fast and loose some carnality and worldliness.
If it’s too loose go on a spiritual feast. Grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ. Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Taste of the
Lord and see that he is good. Fill out, mature, develop, read and digest His word.

This is my Bible — this is God’s word to me.

Revelation 4:11 (NKJV) "You are worthy, O Lord, To receive glory and honor and
power; For You created all things, And by Your will they exist and were created."

KJV For Thy pleasure they were and are created.

God is not for your pleasure (even though you find pleasure in serving Him) we are
created for his pleasure.

Hebrews 10:38 (NKJV) Now the just shall live by faith; But if anyone draws back, My
soul has no pleasure in him."

God sent Elijah to Ahab

1% kings 17



