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The Garden: 

This morning, the decision you make could settle your future, your family, and your destiny. 

Until now in the life of Jesus - Things were good 

The time of jubilee has ended. A major transition was taking place in his life. In the garden was 

the most crucial struggle of his life. This is the apex of his suffering and pain. Humanity and 

Divinity clash! It still does with us. The scene is in the garden. We view his suffering at the 

whipping post or cross. That was physical, this is mental and spiritual. 

1. As he enters the Garden, he will pull three from the group, his most loyal disciples – 

Peter, James, and John. 

 

2. He is a man – he gets hungry and tired and experiences fleshly weakness. He needs their 

support and prayer. Not only for his benefit – (because there will be a time the angles 

will strengthen him) but he also prepares them for his departure. He prepares us for 

future events.  When they see him betrayed, beaten, crucified, and buried - they will 

need supernatural strength to stand this test. Have you ever hit the wall? Only 

supernatural strength will help during those times. This can only be found through the 

process of prayer, intimacy, & waiting. There are times in our lives when we are under 

severe trials. When those times come, we need strength that can only come from God. 

That strength comes through prayer.  

 

3. He will instruct them to pray and then he will find a place to pray. 

 

We view the suffering of Christ at the whipping post and at the cross. Of course, he suffered 

there – it was horrible, but that was physical. 

His great suffering was prior to that. It started in the garden. It was mental. That’s where a 

major part of the battle is fought. In prayer. It is won or lost, your will or God’s will. Are you in a 

mental battle today? 

Matthew 26:38 

Luke 22:45 

John 12:27 

Matthew 16:22-23 

Revelation 13:8 

John 1:29 



John 10:18 

2 Corinthians 5:31 

1 Peter 2:22 

Luke 22:42 

================================================================== 

 

The Whip: 

Matthew 27:26 

2 Corinthians 11:24 

Isaiah 53:7 

Isaiah 53:5 

1 Peter 2:24 

Psalm 129:3 

Isaiah 50:6 

Matthew 26:53 

Isaiah 52:14 – Sin is ugly 

2 Corinthians 5:31 – That we may reflect God’s beauty 

 

================================================================== 

The Cross: 

The power to change your life 

Philippians 3:10 (GN) “All I want us to know Christ and to experience the power of His 

resurrection.” 

¶ You must experience the cross first 

Ephesians 1:20 (LB) “I pray that you will begin to understand how incredibly great his power is 

to help those who believe in him…the same mighty power that raised Christ from the dead.” 

What is the power of the cross? 

1. The power to cancel your past (Failures) 

a. Colossians 3:14 (Phillips) “He has forgiven all our sins…and canceled every record 

of the debt we had to pay: Christ has done away with it by nailing it to the 

cross.” 

b. Romans 8:1  “There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus” 

c. The power & the penalty of sin has been canceled! 

2. The power to conquer your problems 



a. Romans 8:35, 37 “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or 

hardship or danger…No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through 

him who loves us!” 

3. The power to change your personality 

a. 2 Corinthians 5:17 (LB) “When someone becomes a Christian, he becomes a new 

person inside. He is not the same anymore. A new life has begun.” 

b. Romans 12:2 (Phillips) “Don’t let the world squeeze you into it’s mold, but let God 

remake you so that your whole attitude of mind is changed.” 

=================================================================== 

The Tomb 

The empty tomb is a celebration of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

1. Corinthians 15:14-20  

Let briefly look at another resurrection. This not only illustrates Christ’s power of his own 

resurrection, but it is an example of His ability to resurrect others. 

His name is Lazarus. 

John 11:17-44 (Verse 39 – “take away the stone”) 

What’s your excuse? 

Pastor,  

¶ I am in adultery   Take away the stone 

¶ My mind is corrupt   Take away the stone 

¶ I have an addiction   Take away the stone 

¶ I have had an abortion  Take away the stone 

¶ I lie to my boss   Take away the stone 

¶ I have cheated on a test  Take away the stone 

¶ I have secret sins   Take away the stone 

¶ I’m backslidden   Take away the stone 

¶ I’m a fake    Take away the stone 

¶ I’m not who you think I am  Take away the stone 


